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Five-year, $115 million collaboration targets COVID-19 
Harvard University scientists have combined forces with counterparts at 
China’s Guangzhou Institute of Respiratory Disease to fight the coronavirus 
that has unnerved populations and destabilized economies around the 
world. Participants in the five-year joint initiative will share $115 million in 
research funding provided by China Evergrande Group, a Fortune Global 
500 company in China. “We are confident that the collaboration of Harvard 
and Guangzhou Institute of Respiratory Disease will contribute valuable 
discoveries to this worldwide effort,” said Harvard University President Larry 
Bacow, PhD, JD. “We are grateful for Evergrande’s leadership and 
generosity in facilitating this collaboration and for all the scientists and 
clinicians rising to the call of action in combating this emerging threat to 
global well-being.”  George Q. Daley, MD, PhD, dean of the Harvard Medical 
School (HMS), will oversee the work of researchers from HMS and 
Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health. The Chinese efforts will be led 
by Zhong Nanshan, a renowned pulmonologist and epidemiologist. Zhong is 
also head of the Chinese COVID-19 Expert Taskforce and director-general 
of China State Key Laboratory of Respiratory Diseases.

Although details of the 
collaboration have yet to 
be finalized, the 
researchers will pursue: 

Rapid, accurate 
diagnostics, including 
point-of-care tests. 
Vaccines to prevent 
infection. 
Antiviral therapies that 
ease symptoms and 
expedite recovery. 
Treatments for those 
who are seriously ill.

CDC

READ MORE
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https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/02/harvard-and-china-collaborate-on-coronavirus-therapies/


The University of Hawaii’s John A. Burns School of Medicine in Honolulu, on  
the island of Oahu, has asked state lawmakers for $1.4 million to launch a  
“teaching hub” on Maui. The satellite campus could open in July 2021.

Physician shortage prompts Hawaii’s sole 
med school to seek funding for a Maui campus

University of Hawaii

Readers of Condé Nast Traveler have proclaimed Maui the “Best Island in the U.S,” thanks to its 
world-famous beaches, its breathtaking waterfalls, and its farm-to-table cuisine. If the University of 
Hawaii (UH) gets its way, the “Valley Isle” will soon have another moniker: home to a “teaching 
hub” — essentially a satellite campus — of UH’s John A. Burns School of Medicine (JABSOM). 
Alarmed by a worsening statewide physician shortage, the University of Hawaii is asking state 
lawmakers to fund an expansion of JABSOM to the state’s second-largest island, where UH’s 
Maui College already has a nursing program. JABSOM’s latest Hawaii Physician Workforce 
Assessment Project Report suggests that Hawaii needs as many as 800 additional physicians. 
Maui alone needs 153, according to the report, which noted that some patients on Maui must wait 
up to six months for an appointment. “We know that our students who graduate from the 
University of Hawaii medical school and also train in a UH residency program are 80 percent likely 
to remain in Hawaii to practice,” said JABSOM Dean Jerris Hedges, MD. If the Hawaii State 
Legislature approves the university’s initial request of $1.4 million, most of which would go toward 
the hiring of faculty, the program could welcome its inaugural class in July 2021. READ MORE

Stanford gets $55 million to help students with greatest need 
A California real-estate developer has made a $55 million commitment to the Stanford University 
School of Medicine that will help eliminate student-loan debt for qualified incoming students, the 
university has announced. Stanford alumnus John Arrillaga made the commitment as a "challenge 
gift,” which the school plans to match through various means. In all, over the next 10 years, $90 
million in new scholarship funding will be put toward debt elimination for medical students with need. 
“This gift will be life-changing for a large number of our medical students,” said Stanford 
President Marc Tessier-Lavigne, PhD. Last year, more than two-thirds of Stanford medical students 
qualified for financial support. The university expects that Arrillaga’s gift will enable it to expand that 
assistance to all lower- and middle-income students. Stanford doesn’t intend to follow the lead of 
several high-profile medical schools that have waived tuition for all students, regardless of need. 
Stanford officials said Arrillaga’s intention is to help the university provide a more “holistic” 
program that focuses funding on those with established need. READ MORE

https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2020/02/23/jabsom-maui-expansion/
https://news.stanford.edu/press-releases/2020/02/26/transformationals-financial-need/


Arkansas State University is looking at teaming up with a 
for-profit company to open Arkansas’ first veterinary college. 
Under the terms of a memorandum of understanding signed 
earlier this month, the Jonesboro-based university has 180 
days to decide whether to proceed with Chicago-based 
Adtalem Global Education. “The demand for veterinarians is 
significant as more households enjoy pet ownership, and 
Arkansas livestock producers have acknowledged a 
shortage of veterinarians for large animals,”  Arkansas State 
Chancellor Kelly Damphousse, PhD, said in announcing the 
provisional arrangement. “This is a concern that our College 
of Agriculture faculty and others across the region have 
expressed to us.” The veterinary medicine program 
envisioned by Arkansas State would enroll classes of about 
120 students each year. Damphousse has created a task 
force that will help him conduct “a close, critical study” of the 
proposed partnership with Adtalem, parent company of 
Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine, a for-profit 
college located on the Caribbean island of St. Kitts. Inside 
Higher Ed reports that although it’s accredited by the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, Ross has been 
criticized for saddling graduates with more student-loan debt 
than would be accrued by veterinary students attending 
traditional nonprofit institutions. READ MORE

Arkansas State University Chancellor 
Kelly Damphousse announces the 
school’s provisional partnership with 
Adtalem Global Education. The 
Chicago-based company operates 
Ross University School of Veterinary 
Medicine, a for-profit institution on 
the Caribbean island of St. Kitts.

Arkansas State University

Study: Increased med-school diversity doesn’t guarantee inclusivity 
Some medical students are being mistreated by classmates, medical faculty, and 
supervising residents because of their race, gender, and/or sexual orientation, according to 
a new study led by Yale University researchers. The study, which examined 27,504 student 
surveys representing all 140 accredited medical schools in the United 
States, found that women and underrepresented minorities, such as Asians, 
multiracial individuals, and lesbian, gay, and bisexual students, were more 
likely to report incidents of mistreatment and discrimination than their male, 
white, and heterosexual med-school counterparts. The findings appeared in 
the Feb. 24 online edition of JAMA Internal Medicine. “There is a lot of data 
showing that although medical schools are slowly becoming more diverse, 
they are still not yet inclusive,” said co-author Dowin Boatright, MD, an 
assistant professor of emergency medicine at the Yale School of Medicine. 
The study, which utilized data from an annual survey administered to 
graduating students by the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), is one of the 
first to examine the connection between mistreatment of medical students and students’ 
demographic characteristics. The most common mistreatment reported was public 
humiliation, followed, in descending order, by denial of opportunities, offensive remarks or 
names, and lower grades or evaluations.

Public-private pact may give Arkansas its first veterinary college

READ MORE

Dowin Boatright

https://www.astate.edu/news/a-state-explores-partnership-with-adtalem-global-education-to-deliver-first-in-state-veterinary-medicine-school
https://news.yale.edu/2020/02/24/medical-school-mistreatment-tied-race-gender-and-sexual-orientation


Innovators podcastInnovators podcastInnovators podcast

David B. Nash, MD, MBA 
Founding dean emeritus of Thomas Jefferson 
University’s College of Population

RECENT  INNOVATORS  PODCASTS

“No outcome, no Income: Why value, not volume, should be paramount”

Innovators podcast

“Building elegant technological solutions to complex scientific problems,” featuring 
Klemen Zupancic, PhD, CEO of SciNote   LISTEN 

“How to deliver expanded research opportunities at medical institutions,” featuring 
Jeffrey Joyce, PhD, senior associate dean for research and graduate programs at 
Florida State University   LISTEN 

“Tearing down walls — one relationship at a time,” featuring Raquel Tamez, JD, CEO of 
the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers   LISTEN 

“The role of the land-grant university,” featuring Susan Fritz, PhD, executive vice 
president and provost of the University of Nebraska   LISTEN 

“Beware the weakest link: Global food security depends on a sound supply chain,” 
featuring Eleftherios Iakovou, PhD, director of manufacturing and logistics innovation 
initiatives at Texas A&M’s Engineering Experiment Station   LISTEN  

“One Health: the other universal healthcare,” featuring Michael D. Lairmore, DVM, PhD, 
dean of the University of California-Davis School of Veterinary Medicine   LISTEN 

“The importance of partnerships in academia and healthcare,” featuring Charles Taylor, 
PharmD, provost and executive vice president of academic affairs at the University of 
North Texas   LISTEN

 LISTEN LISTEN

https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/population-health-and-tackling-modern-healthcare-challenges-with-dr-david-nash-dean-emeritus-and-professor-of-health-policy-at-the-jefferson-college-of-population-health
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/technological-solutions-to-scientific-problems-with-dr-klemen-zupancic-ceo-of-scinote
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/with-dr-jeffrey-joyce
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/the-evolution-and-development-of-hispanic-latinx-americans-in-stem-with-raquel-tamez-ceo-of-the-society-of-hispanic-professional-engineers
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/the-role-of-the-land-grant-university-with-dr-susan-fritz-the-executive-vice-president-and-provost-and-the-dean-of-the-graduate-college-at-the-university-of-nebraska
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/the-role-of-the-supply-chain-in-food-security-with-dr-eleftherios-iakovou-director-manufacturing-and-logistics-innovation-initiatives-texas-am-engineering-experiment-station
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/the-importance-of-veterinary-medicine-in-healthcare-with-dr-michael-lairmore-dean-of-the-school-of-veterinary-medicine-at-uc-davis
https://innovatorspodcast.libsyn.com/the-importance-of-partnerships-in-academia-and-healthcare-with-dr-charles-taylor-provost-and-evp-of-academic-affairs-at-the-university-of-north-texas


Stephen D. Arnold, PhD, has been named interim dean of Wichita State’s College 
of Health Professions. Arnold, a professor in the Department of Public Health 
Sciences, joined Wichita State in 2011. He spent seven years as associate dean of 
the college. Arnold is not seeking the deanship on a permanent basis. He previously 
worked at New Mexico State University and Illinois State University. 

Sarah Barnes-Witherspoon, PhD, has been named dean of Alabama’s 
University of Mobile School of Nursing. Barnes-Witherspoon, an alumna of the 
school, had served as interim dean since last March. She joined the school’s 
faculty in 2001 as a nursing instructor and moved up the ranks to serve as 
professor and director of graduate programs.

Alexander Bendayan, DDS, has been appointed interim chair of the Department 
of Restorative Sciences and Biomaterials at Boston University’s Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental Medicine. Bendayan, a clinical associate professor for 
restorative sciences and biomaterials and assistant dean for digital development 
and clinical training, succeeds Dan Nathanson, DMD, who retired in December.

Sandra Bibb, DNS, RN, has resigned from the deanship of Wichita State 
University’s College of Health Professions. Bibb, a fellow in the American Academy 
of Nursing, had served in the role since 2014. Prior to joining Wichita State, Bibb 
was associate dean for faculty affairs in the Daniel K. Inouye Graduate School of 
Nursing at the Uniformed Services University in Bethesda, Maryland.

Annmarie Caño, PhD, associate provost for faculty development and professor of 
psychology at Detroit’s Wayne State University, has been named dean of College of 
Arts and Sciences at Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington, effective July 1. 
The former clinical psychologist began her career at Wayne State as a lecturer in 
1998 before rejoining the faculty as an assistant professor in 2001.

Britt Conklin, DVM, has been named associate dean for clinical programs at 
Texas Tech University’s School of Veterinary Medicine in Amarillo. Conklin, who 
earned his undergraduate degree at Texas Tech, has served as senior equine 
professional services veterinarian for Boehringer-Ingelheim Animal Health since 
2012. He also established a veterinary practice in Weatherford, Texas.

Michael Crair, PhD, the William Ziegler III Professor of Neuroscience, 
professor of ophthalmology and visual science, and deputy dean for scientific 
affairs (basic science departments) at Yale University, will become the 
university’s vice provost for research on April 1. In the role, Crair will help 
guide and support Yale’s overall science strategy and research enterprise. 

In TransitionIn TransitionIn Transition

https://thesunflower.com/48225/news/health-professions-dean-resigns-glenmaye-named-acting-dean/
https://thesunflower.com/48225/news/health-professions-dean-resigns-glenmaye-named-acting-dean/


Maura Daly Iversen, DPT, DSc, a physical therapist and behavioral scientist/
clinical epidemiologist with a primary focus in rheumatology, has been named 
dean of the College of Health Professions at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, 
Connecticut. Iversen previously served as associate dean of Northeastern 
University’s Bouvé College of Health Sciences in Boston. 

Vallire Hooper, PhD, RN, has been named associate dean of research and 
scholarship and director of the PhD program at East Tennessee State University’s 
College of Nursing. Hooper, a member of the American Academy of Nursing, spent 
the past nine years as nurse scientist scholar at Mission Health in Asheville, North 
Carolina, where she developed cross-disciplinary studies and publications.

Christopher Greenfield, MBA, has been appointed associate dean of 
administration and finance at the School of Public Health and Health Sciences 
(SPHHS) at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Greenfield brings 16 
years of strategic leadership experience to the school, most recently as 
administrative director of primary care at Baystate Health in Springfield. 

James Graham, MD, a longtime educational leader in the College of Medicine 
at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, has been named the 
college’s executive associate dean for academic affairs. Graham assumed the 
role on January 31, following the retirement of Richard P. Wheeler, MD. Graham 
had served as associate dean for undergraduate medical education since 2010.

David Hoffman, DPS, has been appointed associate dean for academic initiatives 
at Maria College in Albany, New York. Hoffman, a bioethicist, will continue in his role 
as associate professor for ethics and health policy at Maria. He recently retired as 
director of the Bureau of Community Integration and Alzheimers Disease in the 
Office of Health Insurance Programs at the New York State Department of Health.

Stanton L. Gerson, MD, director of the Case Comprehensive Cancer Center at 
Cleveland’s Case Western Reserve University, will become interim dean of Case’s 
School of Medicine on July 1. Gerson had been serving as co-chair of the search for 
the school’s next dean. President Barbara R. Snyder halted the search, however, after 
announcing plans to leave Case to lead to the Association of American Universities.

Natalie DeWitt, PhD, has been named dean of students at the American College 
of Healthcare Sciences (ACHS) in Portland, Oregon. In her new role, Taylor will 
be responsible for data-driven strategic planning in student affairs and for the 
management of all aspects of the student experience, including student retention, 
academic advising, student conduct, and student and alumni engagement.



Jim Porter, PhD, has been named associate dean for student affairs and 
admissions at the University of North Dakota’s School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences. Porter, a member of the school’s faculty for 21 years, most recently 
served as an associate professor in the Biomedical Sciences Department. He 
succeeds Joycelyn Dorscher, MD, who left the school earlier this month.

Jessica Kerr, PharmD, a professor of pharmacy practice at the Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville School of Pharmacy, has been appointed associate dean 
of professional and student affairs. Kerr had been serving on an interim basis 
since September 2018. Before joining the faculty at Southern Illinois, she taught 
at the University of South Carolina College of Pharmacy.

Monica Kempland, PhD, has been named experiential education coordinator 
at the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville School of Pharmacy. Kempland, 
who joined Southern Illinois’ faculty in 2011, is an authority on exercise 
behavior. She has 12 years of academic-advising experience, specializing in 
guiding students interested in health-related professions.

Joe Pujol, EdD, has been appointed dean of the College of Education, Health 
and Human Studies at Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, 
effective March 1. Pujol has been serving on an interim basis since June 1, 
when Diana Rogers-Adkinson, PhD, became provost and senior vice president 
for academic affairs at Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania.

Leslie K. Robbins, PhD, RN, has been appointed dean of the School of Nursing at 
the University of Texas at El Paso. Robbins had served in the role in an interim 
capacity since September. Robbins, a nurse for more than 40 years, has been a 
faculty member and administrator in the UTEP School of Nursing since 2009, most 
recently serving as the program’s associate dean of graduate education.

Jane Philpott, MD, a longtime family physician and former politician, has been 
named dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences and director of the School of 
Medicine at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario. Philpott, a former federal 
health minister, will begin her term July 1. At that time, she’ll also become CEO 
of the Southeastern Ontario Academic Medical Organization (SEAMO).

Kathleen Quinn, PhD, associate dean for rural health at the University of 
Missouri (MU), has been named senior program director for health and safety. 
This new position, a joint initiative of the MU School of Medicine and the MU 
Office of Extension and Engagement, is intended to address rural healthcare 
challenges, a key aim of the university’s NextGen Precision Health Institute.



Beth Schultz, DNP, has been named director of baccalaureate nursing programs 
at Manchester University in northeast Indiana. Schultz, who has worked as a 
nursing practitioner, administrator, and educator, was most recently associate 
professor and undergraduate chair in the School of Nursing at South Carolina’s 
Anderson University. She was there when the school was established in 2012.

Peter Snyder, MD, has been named associate dean for faculty affairs and 
development in the University of Iowa (UI) Carver College of Medicine, effective 
March 1. Snyder, an alumnus who joined UI’s faculty in 1996, is a professor in the 
Department of Internal Medicine and its Division of Cardiovascular Medicine. He 
succeeds Lois Geist, MD, who became associate provost for faculty this past fall.

Michael G. Stewart, MD, has been appointed senior associate dean for 
international affairs and affiliations at Weill Cornell Medicine. Stewart, an 
otolaryngologist, will lead the newly established Office of International Affairs 
and the Office of Affiliations, which manages the institution’s affiliations with 
academic medical centers and healthcare organizations nationwide.

Hill Taylor, PhD, has been appointed chief academic officer at the American College 
of Healthcare Sciences (ACHS) in Portland, Oregon. Taylor came to ACHS from 
Oregon Health & Science University, where he served as director of the Office of 
Learning Support for seven years. He has more than 20 years of experience teaching 
traditional, hybrid, and online courses in the health sciences and the humanities.

Mark Tillman, PhD, has been named dean of the Brooks Rehabilitation College of 
Healthcare Sciences at Florida’s Jacksonville University, effective July 1. Tillman 
currently serves as dean of the College of Health and Human Services at Georgia’s 
Kennesaw State University. He previously was dean of Troy University’s College of 
Health and Human Services. He also taught at the University of Florida.

Allison Vorderstrasse, DNS, APRN, has been named dean of the College of 
Nursing at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, effective July 1. Vorderstrasse 
currently serves as director of the Florence S. Downs PhD Program in Nursing 
Research and Theory Development at New York University’s Rory Meyers College of 
Nursing. Before joining NYU, she taught at the Duke University School of Nursing.

Stephanie White, MD, has been named associate dean of diversity and inclusion at 
the University of Kentucky’s College of Medicine. White, who also will serve as an 
associate professor in the Department of Pediatrics, comes from the Geisel School 
of Medicine at Dartmouth College, where she maintained a clinical practice as an 
assistant professor and served as associate dean of diversity and inclusion.
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Learn how Harris Search Associates 
can help you and your institution

University at Buffalo enlists Harris Search Associates to guide the search for the 
director of the school’s Institute for Computational Data Sciences  

Harris Search Associates recruits North Carolina Central University’s Mildred A. 
Pointer, PhD, as chair of the Department of Biology at Howard University  

University of North Texas Health Science Center turns to Harris Search 
Associates to find its next associate dean for academic affairs  

Harris Search Associates recruits Michael Markiewicz, DDS, MD, as chair of the 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the University at Buffalo 

Harris Search Associates recruits Ernest Minton, PhD, as dean of agriculture and 
director of research and extension at Kansas State University 

Harris Search Associates recruits William A. Prescott Jr., PharmD, as chair of the 
Department of Pharmacy Practice at the University at Buffalo

“      Due to a technical error, the appointment 
letter was sent to you in error, and Mayo Clinic 
Alix School of Medicine hereby withdraws the 
offer to appoint you to the medical school.”

—  Email sent earlier this month to 364 med-school 
applicants who, only hours earlier, had mistakenly 
received notifications of acceptance

https://harrisandassociates.com/web/blog/2186/harris-search-associates-to-lead-university-at-buffalo-institute-for-computational-data-sciences-icds-director-search
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